
Canadian Province Assembly, 2015 
 

All IBVMs who were able, met at the Abbey 

for June 12th and 13th to consider the  

General Chapter Calls and their implementa-

tion within the Canadian province. We were 

joined by two sisters from the General Coun-

cil, Igora Pinto, IBVM and Judy Nekesa, 

IBVM . 
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CALL 1:  

Reclaim the freshness of the Gospel,            

allowing Jesus to transform our lives 

CALL 2:                                            

Live sustainably discerning     

what is enough 

As Mary Ward companions 
moved by the person of Jesus 

and the needs of our world   
today we seek to: 

Cont’d on page 2/3 

 

GC Calls 2014 



CALL 3:   

Go where the need is greatest 

CALL 4:   

Bring those forced to live in 

poverty to the centre of our life 

and ministry 

2015 Provincial Assembly cont’d 

Table discussion group: Mary Kay Camp, 

Caroline Altpeter, Cabrini Fahlman 

Judy Nekesa (East Africa) member of 

the IBVM General Council 

Cabrini Fahlman and Rosemary Albon deep 

in discussion Christine Leyser 



CALL 5:    

Create the oneness that moves us 

across boundaries 

June 20 day of Reflection " Excellent day at Maryholme with IBVM As-

sociates and Sisters examining Pope Francis' newest encyclical and the Jesuit 

Forum's workbook 'Living With Limits, Living Well!” 
 

Associate News 

Igora Pinto (India) , member of the General Council  in conver-

sation with Jeanine Glute, member of the Province Council  

Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, 

and God will give you everything you need.  



As Canada's largest home-

less youth agency, Cove-

nant House Toronto chang-

es lives by providing the 

widest range of services 

and support under one roof. 

A national leader, we edu-

cate and advocate for 

change to help at-risk and 

homeless youth by influ-

encing public policy and 

delivering prevention and 

awareness programs. About 

3,000 young people turn to 

us annually.  

More than a place to stay, 

we provide 24/7 crisis shel-

ter and transitional housing 

on-site and in the commu-

nity along with comprehen-

sive services, including ed-

ucation, counselling, health 

care, employment assis-

tance, job training and af-

tercare.  Our doors are open 

to youth 16 to 24 regardless 

of race, religion, sexual ori-

entation, gender identity or          

 

the circumstances that have 

brought them to our thresh-

old.  

We work to help homeless 

youth move from a life on 

the street to a life with a 

future. Over the past 33 

years, Covenant House has 

served more than 90,000 

young people. 

Over the past 25 years I 

have worked at Covenant 

House, I often reflect how 

Mary Ward’s Work and 

Ministry are reflected here 

everyday.  Most days we 

house about 91 youth.    

Like Mary Ward, we too        

work 24/7 caring for youth 

who are sick, feeding youth 

3 meals a day, supporting 

those struggling with their 

faith.  I feel we are a very 

large family here at Cove-

nant House.  From keeping 

their room clean to coun-

selling, everyone who 

works here has a hand in  

 

 

helping a young person get 

through their day, every 

day. 

 

One of our biggest rewards 

working here is when we 

have youth return to us 

years later and thanking us 

for being here for them and 

hearing those sweet sweet 

words--makes all our worse 

days seem not so bad and 

knowing that we are mak-

ing a difference in 

someone’s life. 

 

Freda Baldwin,  

IBVM Associate 

 

 

 “I often reflect how 

Mary Ward’s Work 

and Ministry are  

reflected here  ... 

Associate News cont’d 

Associate Antonia Marroquin and 

her husband, Alfredo were at the be-

atification of Oscar Romero on May 

23, 2015.  See the attached article for 

Antonia’s reflection on this historic 

event.  



 

A Look at Australia 

 

 
"Susan Daily, IBVM, whose work we have of-

ten featured with her interpretations of Mary 

Ward's Maxims, has been honoured by the 

Australian government for her work among 

the Aboriginal people and her contributions 

to liturgical art in the Australian Church." (see 

article below) 

A Normanhurst (Sydney) nun behind art and design resources in churches 

across Sydney and several Aboriginal communities was awarded a Queens 

Birthday honour this week. 

Loreto Sister Susan Daily 

was awarded an Order of 

Australia Medal on the 

Queen’s Birthday on Mon-

day for her work as a vol-

unteer art teacher working 

with Aboriginal communi-

ties for 24 years and being 

a designer and publisher of 

religious art work and re-

sources in various medi-

ums for 30 years.  She was 

also a Loreto schoolteacher 

from 1970 to 1980. 

Ms (sic) Daily said her ap-

proach was about building 

independence among Abo-

riginal art centres and ar-

tistic communities. 

“It’s just to develop a sense 

of independence and then 

they run the show,” she 

said. 

“Then if they have a prob-

lem, they call me up.” 

Throughout her artistic  

career, Ms Daily has been 

passionate about using 

technology. 

“These days I do all my 

work on an iPad; you can 

do really fantastic work on 

it,” she said. 

“I absolutely love technol-

ogy. In my early days I did 

a technology course and 

computers were optional, 

which is funny when I 

think of all the technology 

used today.” 



News from Mary Ward Centre 

UN Message to the World: 

A Global Collaboration Through The Arts 

The UN Message to the 

World Mural is a collabo-

rative project between 

The Mary Ward Centre 

(the Loretto Sisters, 

IBVM Canada) and Car-

dinal Carter Academy for 

the Arts in Toronto.   

 

Participating countries 

have been invited to take 

the UN MY WORLD 

2015 survey.  Using this 

as a basis for their work, 

countries create a mural 

depicting their vision for 

the world.  This project 

provides the platform for 

participants to engage in 

education and dialogue 

about our future. It also 

encourages an active and 

creative involvement in 

the UN’s movement from 

the Millennium Develop-

ment Goals to the Sus-

tainable Development 

Goals. 

 

Feedback from participat-

ing countries has been 

wonderful. Not only do 

we now have beautiful 

murals and creations, but 

participants have shared 

how informative and edu-

cational the entire process 

has been.   

 

We are grateful to every-

one for their participation 

and involvement.  Mary 

Ward’s invitation to 

“know and acknowledge 

the gifts of God and 

thank God for them” is 

clearly very much at 

work in our world today! 

https://www.tcdsb.org/schools/cardinalcarteracademyforthearts/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/schools/cardinalcarteracademyforthearts/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/schools/cardinalcarteracademyforthearts/Pages/default.aspx
http://vote.myworld2015.org/
http://vote.myworld2015.org/


Mary Ward Centre and Loretto Abbey High School 

were engaged, for a second year, in a project called 

“Steeped in History”.  In five sessions, occurring be-

tween December and May, a group of Abbey students 

have met with about a dozen of our Sisters, eight 

from the Abbey community and several others.  At 

their final session in May, the girls presented each of 

the sister with a beautiful book that acknowledges 

the friendships which have developed and the inspi-

ration that the sisters have provided to 

the students involved.   

Learning from Our Sisters 



From AMERICA, June 18, 2015 

Top Ten Takeaways from the Encyclical on the Environment, 
'Laudato Si'' 

Pope Francis’ revolutionary new encyclical calls for a “broad cultural revolu-

tion” to confront the environmental crisis. “Laudato Si” is also quite lengthy. 

Can it be summarized? In other words, what are the main messages, or 

“takeaways” of this encyclical?  Here are ten point on which we can reflect: 

 

 The spiritual perspective is now part of the discussion on the                 

environment. 

 The poor are disproportionately affected by climate change. 

 Less is more.     

 Catholic social teaching now includes teaching on the environment. 

 Discussions about ecology can be grounded in the Bible and church    

tradition. 

 Everything is connected—including the economy. 

 Scientific research on the environment is to be praised and used. 

 Widespread indifference and selfishness worsen environmental         

problems. 

 Global dialogue and solidarity are needed. 

 A change of heart is required          

                                                                                                                   

To use religious language, what the pope is calling for is conversion. 

 

James Martin, S.J., is editor at large of America and author of Jesus: A Pilgrimage  

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html


Recent "summer social" gathering of Vocation Directors for the  

Archdiocese.  Rosemary Albon, Jane Dunbar and Lynn Cira were present. 

Loretto Abbey Sisters Semi-Annual Picnic at Maryholme 

On June 11th  sisters from the Abbey and Infirmary  set off to 

Maryholme to enjoy 

the outdoors, admire 

the gardens and par-

take of  a wonderful 

barbecue prepared by 

the staff from the  Ab-

bey kitchen. As June 

11th  was also Jane 

McDonell’s birthday, 

the sisters were able to 

celebrate with her.  

 

As you can see (right)

Mary Mallany is showing Maria Lanthier around the garden.  

Mary also used the Maryholme Golf cart to chauffer three or 

four other sisters  so they, too, could tour the grounds includ-

ing the Labyrinth.  

Vocations 



The magnolia tree, in the quadrangle by Loretto Abbey Chapel, was planted in 1995 in 

memory  of Sister Kathleen Cassin who, with the help of her family, was responsible 

for so much of the early landscaping around the Abbey.    

 

 

“ … hear both the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.” 

        - Pope Francis, June 18, 2015 

Twenty years ago this year 



On Monday, May 25, over thirty five people came together at the Mary Ward Centre to 

share stories and memories of their time together in India.  In her welcoming remarks 

for Sr. Cyril, Jane McDonell reminded all of us of Sr. Cyril’s words;  “Education is 

not learning from books, it is societal transformation.”  This was most evident as Sr. 

Cyril shared with us how she has spent the last sixty years systematically changing the 

face of education in India.  

It was most impressive and powerful to hear young people tell us of their most recent 

trip to India, in March, and the ways they have been transformed by this experience. 
 

The Daily TV Mass now filmed at the Abbey 
 

The National Catholic Broadcast daily mass will now be celebrated and 

filmed in the Loretto Abbey Chapel.  

 

Celebrants 

Fr. Michael Busch 

Fr. Michael Coutts, S.J. 

Fr. Dan Donovan 

Fr. Patrick Fitzpatrick, C.S.Sp. 

Fr. Jack Lynch, s.f.m. and 

Guest Celebrants 

Masses are taped on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday  

at 4:00 pm. and 5 pm. All welcome! 

India Trip 


