
RITUAL FOR RECEPTION OF CANDIDATE INTO THE 
INSTITUTE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

 
Welcome and Introduction:  Director of Candidacy   
  
 
Opening Song:  “Here I am Lord” 
 
 I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry.     
 All who dwell in dark and sin my hand shall save. 
 I who made the stars of night, 
 I will make their darkness bright. 
 Who will bear my life to them?  Whom shall I send?   
 
 Refrain:  Here I am, Lord. Is it I Lord? 
 I have heard you calling in the night. 
 I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
 I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
 I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. 
 I have wept for love of them, they turn away. 
 I will break their hearts of stone, 
 Give them hearts for love alone, 
 I will speak my word to them.  Whom shall I send? 
 
 Refrain:  Here I am Lord . . . 
 
First Reading: 1 John: 35-39. 
 
One day, John was standing with two of his disciples and as he watched 
Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look here is the Lamb of God!”  The 
disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.  When Jesus turned 
and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?”  
They said to him, “Rabbi, … where are you staying?”  He said to them, 
“Come and see.”  They came and saw where he was staying, and they 
remained with him all that day.  (Pause for reflection.) 
 

 
 
Song Refrain:  Gloria, Gloria in Excelsis Deo.  (2x) 
 
Second Reading:  From Mary Ward’s description of the Just Soul. 
 
It seems a clear and perfect estate, to be had in this life, and such  
an one as is altogether needful for those that should well discharge  
the duties of this Institute.  I never heard of any I can compare in  
likeness to it. ... The felicity of this estate (for as much as I can express) 
was a singular freedom from all that could make one adhere to earthly 
things, with an entire application and apt disposition to all good works.  
Something happened also discovering the freedom that such a soul 
should have had to refer all to God.  The word justice and those that in 
former times that were called just persons, works of justice done in 
innocence, and that we be such as we appear, and appear such as we are, 
those things often since occurred to my mind with a liking of them. …   
I have, moreover,  thought upon this occasion, that perhaps this course  
of ours would continue till the end of the world, because it came to that 
in which we first began.  (Pause for reflection) 
 
Song Refrain:  Gloria, Gloria in Excelsis Deo.  Gloria, Gloria etc. (2x) 
 
Provincial Leader:  Sarah, what are you looking for?  What do you ask 
of the Institute? 
 
Candidate:  Sister Patricia, I ask to be accepted as a Candidate so that I 
may further discern my call to religious life as a member of the Institute 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 
Provincial Leader:  Sarah, I accept you as a candidate in the Institute  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  I now ask the members present to express  
their support. 
 
Members of the IBVM:  Sarah, we welcome you to “a new companion-
ship among us.”  We promise to walk with you and to support you with  
our friendship, our love and our prayers.    (See next page.) 



 
 
 
Song Refrain: Gloria, Gloria etc. (2x) 
                           
All Members of IBVM (hands raised in blessing over Sarah): 
 
Sarah, may God bless you and may God’s face shine upon you.  With Mary 
Ward in her constant journeying may you turn to the Mother of God for 
strength and solace and rely upon her to support you in your pilgrimage in 
the Institute.  May you walk with discerning love the way of faith in joy. 
 
Closing Song: “We are Companions on the Journey” 
  
 Refrain: 
 We are companions on the journey, 
 Breaking bread and sharing life; 
 And in the love we bear is the hope we share 
 For we believe in the love of our God, 
 We believe in the love of our God. 
 
 No longer strangers to each other; 
 No longer strangers in God’s house; 
 We are fed and we are nourished 
 By the strength of those who care 
 By the strength of those who care.  (Refrain). 
 
 We have been gifted with each other,  
 And we are called by the word of the Lord  
 To act with justice, to love tenderly, 
 And to walk humbly with our God, 
 To walk humbly with our God.  (Refrain) 
 


